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with the dignity and self-esteem it brings, is essential to 
help the individual re-enter the mainstream or American life. 
Further, the Secretary of HEW and the Attorney General will 
work together to develop plans for improving the coordination 
between the drug abuse treatment system and the criminal 
justice system. 

I directing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
with the Commissioner of the Internal Revenue, in consulta
tion with the Attorney General and the Administrator pf the 
Drug Abuse Enforcement Administration, to develop a tax 
enforcement aimed at high-level drug traffickers. 
We know that many of the biggest drug dealers do not pay 
income taxes on the enormous profits they make on this 
criminal activity. I am confident that a responsible pro
gram can -be designed which will promote effective enforcement 
of the tax laws against these individuals who are currently 
violating these laws with impunity. 

· No how hard we fight the problem of drug abuse 
at home, we cannot make really significant progress without 
the continued cooperation of foreign This is 
because most dangerous narcotics are produced in foreign 
countries. Thus,. _our capability to deal with supplies of 
drugs available in the United States depends largely on the 
interest and capability of. foreign governments in controlling 
the production and shipment o£ illicit drugs. 

Many countries still see drug abuse as primarily an 
American problem and are unaware of the extent to which the 
problem is truly global in scope. Poorer nations find it 
difficult to justify the allocation of scarce resources to 
deal with. drug abuse 1n the face of many other press'ing 
needs. Also, some opium producing countries lack effective 
control over, or access to, growing within their 
boundaries and, thus, their efforts in drug control programs 
are made more difficult. 

Still, we· have been reasonably successful in enlisting . 
the cooperation of foreign governments. We must now intensify 
diplomatic ef:forts at all .levels in order to encourage the 
greatest possible commitment from other governments to this 
international problem. We must continue to pro.vide technical 
and equipment assistance through cooperative enforcement 
efforts with U.S. agents stationed overseas, all aimed at 
strengthening drug control organizations within foreign 
countries. And we must continue to participate in building 
institutions and a system of international treaties which 
can provide a lagal framework for an international response 
to this problem. 

I have spoken personally to Echeverria of 
Mexico and Lopez-Michelsen of Colombia and with Prine 
Demtrel of Turkey in an effort to strengthen cooperation arr.ong 
all nations involved in the fight against illicit drug traffic. 
I intend to continue to urge foreign leaders to increase their 
efforts in this area. Attorney General Levi has recently dis
cussed drug control problems with the Attorney General of 
Mexico and Secretary of State Kissinger has discussed narcotic 
control efforts with senior officials in Latin America on his 
recent trip there. I have asked both of them, ati well as our 
Ambassador to the United Nations, \villiam Scranton, to continue 
to expand these important discussions. 
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The reactions of the governments which we ·have approached 
have been positive -- there is a ~enuine and healthy air of 
mutual concern and. cooperation between our countries and I am 
confident that our joint efforts will bring about a real 
reduction in drug trafficking into the United States. 

One recent example of the new awareness and commitment 
of foreign governments to this struggle deserves special 
mention. President Echeverria has written to inform me·of 
his intention to set up a cab~net level commission to coordinate 
all law enforcement. and drug treatment programs within Mexico 
and ~o suggest that his commission might periodically exchange 
information and ideas with a counterpart here. This proposal, 
which was the result of discussions bet.ween President Echeverria 
and concerned members of the United States Congress, stands as 
a clear signal that the Mexican government recognizes the need 
to build a coordinated response to the problem of drug abuse. 
I believe the periodic exchange of views on this matter between 
our two nations would be helpful. Accordingly, I ~~ assigning 
responsibility for liaison wi,th the t1exican Commission to the 
Cabinet Committee on International Narcotic eontrol and I am 
directing the Secretary of State, as Chairman q~ the CCINC to 
~ediately form an executive committee to meet with its 
Mexican counterpart to discuss ways in which our government 
can collaborate more effectively. We shall of course consult 
with concerned members of Congress as these efforts are 
carried on .. 

Drug abuse is ·a national problem. Our national well
being is at' stake. The Federal Government -- the Congress, the 
Executive Branch and the Judicial Branch -- State and local 
governments, ·and~the private sector must work together in a 
new and far more· aggressive attack against drugs. 

. I pledge that·~he Federal Government will maintain the 
high priority·wh~ch it has given this problem. We will 
strengthen our law enforcement errorts and improve our treat
ment and rehabil.itation programs. With Congress' help, we 
will close loopholes ·in our laws which permit traffickers to 
prey on our young; and we shall expect the courts to do their 
part. 

All of this will be of little use, however, unless the 
American people rally and fight the scourge of drug abuse 
within their own communities and their own families. We 
cannot provi'de. all the answers to young people in search of 
the!:ls elves,.:. but we can provide a loving and a caring home; 
we can provide good counsel; and we can provide good com
munities in ~hich to live. We can show through our own 
example. that life in the United States is-still very meaningful 
and ·very satisfying_and very worthwhile. 

· Americans have always stood united and strong against all 
enemies. Drug abuse is an enemy we can control but there must 
be a personal and a national dedication and commitment to the 
goal. 

If we try, we can be successful in the long run. I am 
convinced we can -- and that we will. 

GEFALD R. FORD 

) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE, 

April 27, 1976. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE ACTION 

WASHINGTON 

May 11, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: JIM 

SUBJECT: Drug 

Attached for your consideration are proposed memorandums 
to the members of the Cabinet Committee for Drug Law 
Enforcement and the Cabinet Committee on Drug Abuse 
Prevention, Treatment and Rehabilitation regarding 
establishment of the Committees. 

Attorney General Levi, Secretary Mathews, Jack Marsh, 
Counsel's Office (Lazarus), Max Friedersdorf and I 
recommend that you sign the memorandums which have 
been cleared by the White House Editorial Office (Smith). 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memorandums at Tabs A and B. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

The Secretary of the Treasury 
The Attorney General 
The Secretary of Transporation 

Cabinet Committee for Drug Law 
Enforcement 

Drug abuse, particularly narcotics addiction, has reached 
crisis proportions in the United States. Current estimates 
are that as much as half of all street crime is cqmmitted by 
drug addicts to support their expensive and debilitating 
habits. The cumulative effect of drug abuse has been to 
diminish the quality and vitality of our community life and 
to weaken the fabric of our nation. It is imperative, there
fore, that Federal law enforcement efforts aimed at those 
who are responsible for distributing illicit drugs in our 
communities be as effective as possible. 

In my recent message to the Congress on drug abuse, I announced 
the establishment of a Cabinet Committee for Drug Lavr Enforce
ment, to have responsibility for oversight. and coordination of 
all Federal drug law enforcement activities. You are pereby" 
appointed members of the Cabinet Committee, along with such 
other members as I may appoint from time to time. The Attorney· 
General shall serve as Chairman of the Cabinet Committee. 

The Cabinet Committee shall be supported by a Working Group 
composed of personnel from each Federal department and agency 
having drug law enforcement responsibilities and the Office of 
Management and Budget. The Attorney General shall designate an 
Executive Director of the Cabinet Committee, who shall be 
Chairman of the Working Group. 

The Cabinet Committee shall be responsible for the coordination 
of all policies and activities of the Federal government relating 
to domestic drug law enforcement. To the maximum extent permitted 
by law, Federal departments, agencies and offices shall cooperate 
with the Cabinet Committee in carrying out its responsibilirt;i~s. 
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specifically, the Cabinet Committee shall: 

(1) develop and implement the Federal strategy \V'ith 
respect to drug law enforcement~ 

(2) assure proper coordination among Federal drug law 
enforcement programs, including the collection, 
analysis and dissemination of enforcement intelligence 
data; 

(3) ·assure that Federal enforcement resources are 
effectively utilized; 

(4) assure proper coordination between the investigative 
and prosecutorial arms of the government; 

(5) provide liaison between the Executive Branch and 
Congress, State and local governments and the 
public; 

(6) assure implementation of relevant recommendations 
contained in the Domestic Council 1 s White Paper on 
Drug Abuse; 

(7) evaluate and make reconu'Tiendations to improve Federal 
drug law enforcement programs; and 

(8) report progress to me on October 1, 1976, and 
periodically thereafter. 

In addition to the above on-going responsibilities, the 
Chairman of the Cabinet Committee, shall work closely with 
the Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare to develop 
plans for improving the coordination between law enforcement 
and drug abuse prevention, treatment and rehabilitation 
programs. 
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MEHORANDUM FOR 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

The Secretary of Defense 
The Secretary of Labor 
The Secretary of Health, Education, 

and Welfare 
The Administrator of Veterans' Affairs 

Cabinet Committee on Drug Abuse Prevention, 
Treatment and Rehabilitat~on 

The need to provide humane and effective drug abuse prevention, 
treatment and rehabilitation services, to balance our law 
enforcement efforts aimed at drug traffickers, has been 
clearly established. Given the magnitude of the drug abuse 
problem and its impact on the health and well-being of our 
nation, it is vitally important that the efforts of the 
various departments and agencies of the Federal government 
responsible for providing these services be integrated 
into an effective overall program. 

In my recent message to the Congress on drug abuse, I announced 
the establishment of a Cabinet Cornmittee on Drug Abuse Prevention,· 
Treatment and Rehabilitation, to have responsibility for over
sight and coordination of all Federal activities in this area. 
You are hereby appointed members of the Cabinet Committee, 
along with such other members as I may appoint from time to 
time. The Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare will 
serve as Chairman of the Cabinet Committee. 

The Cabinet Committee shall be supported by a Working Group 
composed of personnel from each Federal department and agency 
having drug abuse preven·tion, treatment or rehabilitation 
responsibility and the Office of Management and Budget. The 
Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare shall designate 
an Executive Director of the Cabinet Committee, who shall be 
Chairman of the Working Group. 

The Cabinet Committee shall be responsible for the coordination 
of all policies of the Federal government relating to the drug 
abuse prevention, treatment and rehabilitation services, as well 
as related research activities. To the maximum extent permitted 
by law, Federal departments, agencies and offices shall cooperate 
with the Cabinet Committee in carrying out its responsibilities. 
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More specifically, the Cabinet Committee shall: 

(1) develop and implement the Federal strategy with 
respect to drug treatment, rehabilitation, 
prevention and research; 

(2) assure proper coordination among Federal drug 
treatment and rehabilitation programs, including 
the collection, analysis and dissemination of 
information; · 

(3) assure that Federal prevention, treatment and 
rehabilitation resources are effectively utilized; 

(4) provide liaison between the Executive Branch and 
Congress, State and local governments and the 
public; · 

{5) assure implementation of relevant recommendations 
contained in the Domestic Council's White Paper on 
Drug Abuse; 

(6) develop and monitor a plan for improving job 
opportunities for former addicts; 

(7) evaluate and make recommendations to improve Federal 
drug treatment and rehabilitation programs; and 

(8) report progress to me on October 1, 1976, and 
periodically thereafter. 

In addition to the above on-going responsibilities, the 
Chairman of the Cabinet Committee, shall work closely with 
the Attorney General to develop plans for improving the 
coordination between law enforcement and drug abuse prevention, 
treatment and rehabilitation programs. 


